
Don’t be shy about climate change discussions

David Ignatius wrote about Americans having trouble assessing if 
facts are reliable.  This is critical to well-working democracy which 
needs an informed and empowered citizenry. 

Ignatius mentioned climate change as one example of Americans not 
accepting facts. The Yale Climate Communication Center reported in 
October 2017:  Although 54 percent of Americans (correctly) 
understand global warming is mostly human-caused, 33 percent 
(wrongly) say it’s due mostly to natural changes.  

Why so uncertain when more than 90 percent of climate scientists 
agree? When I began volunteering on climate change, I found on-line 
information was confusing. Two websites looked alike, talked alike, 
but reached opposite conclusions. Eventually I learned the 
Guardian.co.uk newspaper (free on-line), presents reliable climate 
articles, using language that non-scientists (like me) can understand. 

Only 38 percent of Americans say they discuss global warming with 
family and friends “often” or “occasionally.”  Most “rarely” or 
“never” discuss it (62 percent).  

How is good information transmitted if people who understand 
climate don’t discuss it with family or friends? I used to avoid 
discussing climate because I didn’t want conflict. Eventually, I found 
it easier to discuss climate with strangers: I would say one quick 
sentence at a display counter or checkout line. Store employees must 
be polite; talking to them was good practice and helped me feel 
comfortable sharing information. 
 
Although 48 percent of Americans say humans could reduce global 
warming, they also say it’s unclear whether we’ll do what’s 
necessary. And 25 percent say we won’t reduce global warming 
because people are unwilling to change behaviors.  Avoid being a 
downer. Read optimistic, trustworthy information about climate, and 
clean energy at Bloomberg.com. 

Add to your optimism by volunteering. There are tons of different 
climate groups--Democratic, Republican, libertarian. Find one that 
helps you feel empowered. Tell everyone about the group.

Judy Weiss
Volunteer, Citizens’ Climate Lobby, Brookline
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